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Girl Scouts of Central and Western Massachusetts, Inc. 
508-365-0115  or 413-584-2602  gscwm.org

C
Worcester Leadership Center 

 115 Century Drive, Worcester, MA 01606-2813 
Holyoke Leadership Center 

301 Kelly Way, Holyoke, MA 01040-9683  
Fax 413-536-1386

Financial Assistance Overview 

Girl Scouts of Central and Western Massachusetts is committed to educating girls, volunteers, and parents about money-
earning opportunities available within our organization, in order to help girls have the best Girl Scout experience possible. 
As an organization, Girl Scouts provides something truly unique money-earning programs, which include a time tested and 
very successful Girl Scout Cookie Sale Program.  The cookie sale program, along with the fall product sale program and 
additional money-earning efforts, makes it possible for girls to fully participate in Girl Scouting. Participation in council-
sponsored product sales (cookies and fall product) is encouraged for all Girl Scouts, Daisy through Ambassador, as a 
means to earn funds for programs and develop valuable life skills.  

An important component of the Girl Scout program is giving girls the opportunity to learn to plan, budget and manage 
money. For Girl Scouts who participate in a troop or group, most activities are financed by dues, money-earning activities, 
and through the council-sponsored product sale programs. Leaders and girls should understand that troop/group money 
belongs to the entire troop/group and decisions on use and spending should be made through the troop/group’s system of 
self-government. Through participation in GSCWM product sales and other troop money-earning projects, girls should 
plan and budget for all activities they would like to do.   For this reason, GSCWM only provides financial assistance for 
individual girls which directly affect their ability to take part in the Girl Scout Movement and not for trips and activities for 
which adequate budgeting should be built into the planned activity. See below for additional details. 

Girl Scouts provides financial assistance for: 

• Annual Girl Scout Membership Fee
GSCWM is committed to providing financial assistance to any girl and/or adult who wants to join Girl Scouts. 

• Basic Uniform Components   (for girls only) - Available at subsidized cost to families.
Basic uniform components include: sash, pocket sash, vest, cargo pocket vest, or tunic; council Id set, American 
flag patch, troop numerals and insignia tab. 

• GSCWM Summer Camp Fees
Based on need and availability of funds (use summer camp-specific financial assistance request form). 

• Destinations (national and international travel opportunities for teen Girl Scouts)
Based on need and availability of funds. 

Girl Scouts does not provide financial assistance for: 

• Troop Dues
Most troops collect troop dues, which can be paid at each meeting or collected quarterly. Girls and parents should 
discuss and determine the amount at the parent meeting. The amount chosen should be manageable ($1-2 per 
meeting is suggested). If a girl and her family are not able to fully contribute to troop dues, leaders should discuss 
options with the family (i.e. Can the family pay at each meeting instead of quarterly?  How much can the family 
contribute?  Can the family contribute in other ways such as helping with set up, chaperoning trips, etc?). 

• Trips and Activities
Girl Scout events and activities will result from realistic girl-adult planning that allows Girl Scouts adequate time to 
prepare money-earning projects that will support the girls' choice of activities. If most or all members of a troop 
can not participate in a troop activity, it may be an indication that further planning is needed. If a troop does not 
meet its financial goals, adjustments should be made to the activities themselves or the projected timetable. 
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Girl Scouts of Central and Western Massachusetts 
Financial Assistance Request Form 

(Do not use this form for Summer Camp Financial Assistance) 

To apply for Financial Assistance: 
1. Review the reverse side of this form.
2. This form should be completed by a parent/guardian, troop leader, or adult requesting assistance for herself/himself.
3. The applicant (the person benefiting from the assistance) must be a registered member (or registering to become a

member) with Girl Scouts of Central and Western Massachusetts (GSCWM). 
4. The applicant, or any family member, may not have outstanding debt to GSCWM.
5. Submit this completed form to a council service center (see front of form for service center addresses).

Applicant’s Name:   Home Phone:  

Parent/Guardian’s Name (if applicable):  

Address:    City:    State:    Zip:  

E-mail Address:

Troop/Group # (if applicable):      Troop/Group Leader (if applicable):     Phone #:   

Who should the notification of financial assistance be sent to and how?       Parent/Guardian Leader 

Program Level: Daisy (gr K-1)    Brownie (gr 2-3) Junior (gr 4-5)    
(Check one) Cadette  (gr 6-8) Senior (gr 9-10) Ambassador (gr 11-12) 

Please describe any special circumstances or family expenses that you would like considered in this application.  

Has applicant received financial assistance from Girl Scouts before?           Yes         No       If yes, when?  

Has applicant participated in the most recent council-sponsored product sales?  Yes No        

Financial Assistance/Items Requested 
Please do not purchase Girl Scout items in advance.  A store reward letter will be sent to the family (at the address above),  
which can be taken to the nearest GSCWM store to purchase the items at a subsidized cost.  Pre-purchased items will not  
be reimbursed. 

 Check all that apply:  
 Annual Membership Girl Scout Fee
 American flag patch 
 Council ID Set
 Troop Numerals - Specify 5 digit troop number: 
 Insignia Tab
 Tunic (Daisy Only) 
 Vest (Daisy-Amb.)
 Pocket Vest (Cad – Amb)
 Sash (Brownie-Amb.)
 Pocket Sash (Cad- Amb)

Adult Applicant or Parent/Guardian Signature:       Date:  

Troop/Group Leader Signature:        Date:  
 

* Only needed if completed by troop leader instead of parent/guardian.

*
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